
 

May 28, 2020 
 
The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor of California 
 
The Honorable Toni Atkins 
Senate President Pro Tempore  

 
The Honorable Anthony Rendon 
Speaker of the Assembly 

 
Re: Support for a State Policy to Protect At Least 30% of California’s Lands, Freshwater and Oceans by 
2030 
 
Dear Governor Newsom, Pro Tempore Atkins and Speaker Rendon, 
 
As scientists who live or work in or on California, we write to express our strong support for Assembly 
Bill 3030 , which, if enacted, would establish a state policy to protect and restore at least 30% of 1

California’s lands, freshwater and oceans by 2030. 
 
The scientific community is documenting a rapid loss of natural areas and biodiversity in California, the 
U.S. and throughout the world. More than 1 million species are threatened with extinction as a result of 
habitat degradation, overexploitation, climate change, pollution and other stressors (IPBES 2019). As a 
globally significant biodiversity hotspot with an exceptional concentration of endemic and imperiled 
species, California has much to protect for the sake of our national and global communities. At least 686 
California species are at risk of extinction  and two-thirds of the state’s native plants are forecasted to lose 2

most of their range in the next 100 years (Loarie et al. 2008). California has lost more than 1 million acres 
of natural area due to development (Lee-Ashley et al. 2019). Climate change is reducing the ability of 
ecosystems to provide clean water and regulate water flows, limiting the ability of nature to buffer 
communities against disasters such as wildfires, storms, floods and marine heatwaves (Melillo et al. 
2014). As California’s health and economic systems are challenged by the COVID-19 global pandemic, 
which likely was spread from animals to humans as a result of habitat loss and overexploitation (Johnson 
et al. 2020), the effect of the biodiversity crisis on people is more pronounced than ever. 
 
Scientists globally are uniting around a science-driven plan to save biodiversity by protecting at least 30% 
of the world’s terrestrial and marine environments by 2030, a strategy known as 30x30. The goals of 
30x30 -- to safeguard biodiversity and address climate change -- are outlined in a paper by Dinerstein et 
al. (2019) proposing a Global Deal for Nature. Dinerstein et al. recommend that countries formally protect 
at least 30% of terrestrial, freshwater and marine areas by 2030 to ensure climate targets are met while 

1 Available at http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billAnalysisClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB3030 
2 Listed on the California Endangered Species Act or as a Species of Special Concern; 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation 
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preventing species extinctions and the rapid erosion of biodiversity and ecosystem services. Extensive 
scientific evidence supports 30x30 (e.g., Allen et al. 2019, Dinerstein et al. 2017, O’Leary et al. 2016, 
Sala & Rechberger 2018, Wilson 2016, Zhao et al. 2020), amplifying the call that conserving at least 30% 
of our planet’s terrestrial and marine environments must be part of the solution to reverse declines in 
biodiversity and address climate change. 
 
Commitments to 30x30 from governments and multilateral institutions are now on the rise in North 
America and internationally. Canada has committed and the European Parliament has pledged to meet 
30x30 targets in their territories. The United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity has included 
30x30 as a target in its draft Post-2020 Biodiversity Framework (Greenfield 2020). In the U.S., 
resolutions backed by 76 environmental organizations were recently introduced in the House and Senate 
to support protecting 30% of the nation’s land, freshwater and marine areas (H. Res. 835, 2019; S. Res. 
372, 2019). 
 
Reaching 30x30 at the national scale is numerically feasible, yet will require coordinated, accelerated 
land, freshwater and marine protection and restoration supported by all levels of government, including 
states. Protections should be implemented that prioritize 1) areas of high biodiversity, especially 
threatened and endangered species most at risk of extinction, and/or 2) areas with high carbon stocks, and 
wherever possible 3) areas that improve responsible access to nature for communities of color and 
economically disadvantaged communities. Only 12% of U.S. lands and 26% of U.S. oceans are currently 
managed for conservation (Richards 2018). California is already a leader in protecting biodiversity, with 
22% of the state’s lands and 16% of coastal waters protected and managed for their natural character, 
resources and functions (Rosa 2020). Although more than 50% of California is public land, not all is 
protected for biodiversity, and opportunities abound for strengthening conservation goals. California can 
continue to lead the way nationally and internationally with the adoption of policies and implementation 
of practices that enable the protection of 30% or greater of terrestrial, freshwater and marine 
environments by 2030. 
 
Assembly Bill 3030 would create a state policy that sets a reasonable and achievable goal to protect at 
least 30% of the lands, freshwater and oceans in California by 2030. The policy includes specific 
objectives that improve the protection and management of natural areas, promote collaboration, increase 
opportunities to sequester carbon through natural measures and utilize state authorities to protect 
biodiversity within the state, nationally and internationally. In order to explicitly address the biodiversity 
crisis underlying this effort, protections should be prioritized in areas with declining species, high carbon 
areas and on habitat types under-represented in current protected areas. Protecting and restoring these 
areas will require working with the federal government, local communities, Native American tribes and 
private landowners to conserve natural places and resources. These efforts must also improve access to 
nature for all people in the state, including for communities of color and economically disadvantaged 
communities. 
 
As informed stewards of biodiversity, we urgently advise you to support Assembly Bill 3030 and its 
science-based policy to protect at least 30% of the lands, freshwater and oceans within California by 
2030. As your constituents, and as humans dependent on nature and its ecosystem services, our life and 
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work depends on safeguarding biodiversity in California and beyond. We urge California to serve as a 
national and global leader by making the 30x30 goal a state policy and working to achieve this important 
target. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
More than 170 scientists  living or working in California 3

All signatories represent their own views and do not represent their respective institutions. 
 
For current list of signatories, please see https://defenders-cci.org/sign-on/ca-30x30/signatories/ 
 
 
Cc: Assemblymember Lorena Gonzalez, Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee 
Members, Assembly Appropriations Committee 
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