Forest Service
proposes to
eliminate prairie
dog protections

vital to native
wildlife on Thunder
Basin National
Grassland.

Less than 10% of the national grassland
has protections for prairie dogs. Removing
these protections will allow the poisoning
and shooting of prairie dogs in one of their
only remaining conservation areas.
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The mountain plover is ﬁ
among the native prairie
wildlife that depend on

prairie dog habitat for
their survival.

The burrowing owl also relies
on prairie dog habitat, as do
ferruginous hawks, swift
foxes, and the endangered
black-footed ferret.
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Black-Footed Ferret Historic Range

Thunder Basin National Grassland contains one of
the only remaining large prairie dog complexes
within the endangered black-footed ferret's
historic range. Ferrets require very large prairie dog
complexes for survival because (1) ferrets live in
prairie dog burrows and (2) prairie dogs are more
than 90% of the black-footed ferret's diet. This makes
Thunder Basin's prairie dog complex important for the
black-footed ferret recovery effort.
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Thunder Basin was

once home to black-

footed ferrets and it

remains an important

part of their recovery. \
Without maintaining

Thunder Basin's current

protections for prairie

dogs, ferrets will never . ‘
be able to call Thunder

Basin home again.
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